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Borghildur Oskarsdéttir & ad baki merkan
listferil sem spannar um sex aratugi. Hun
er enn ad, enda er listin samofin lifi hennar.
Mérg verka hennar eiga brynt erindi vio
samtimann, sem einkennist af vidleitni til
ad endurhugsa pau spor sem mannfélkid
hefur markad i natturu, & himin og jord
mead lifriki sinu 6llu.

Borghildur vinnur verk sin i fjdlbreytilega
midla: teikningar, textar, malverk, skilptur,
ljdsmyndir, vided, bokverk, innsetningar,
gjorningar, og pannig maetti lengi telja.
Enginn efnividur eda leid til framsetningar
myndverks er henni éviokomandi. Hin
hefur ekki viljad helga sig neinu einu efni til
listskdpunar en leirinn gengur p6 eins og
pradur i gegnum feril hennar. Hann ber med
sér langa hefd og merka sdgu handverks,
enda efnividur jardarinnar sem mannfdlkid
hefur lifad & i aldanna ras.

Snemma tileinkadi Borghildur sér pad

sem seinna var kallad rannséknartengd
myndlist. Adur en su ordreeda barst

ad fjorum landsins og inn i fagsamfélagio
fékkst hin vid rannséknir sem hun setti
fram med verkum sinum og syningum.

Hun hefur lika tileinkad sér vidfangsefni

og adferdir annarra fraedigreina i gegnum
arin og nytt sem efnivid i verkum sinum,
allt fra pjoofraedi, sagnfraedi og aettfreedi
til lif- og jardvisinda. Borghildur beitir
medal annars adferdafreedi einsdgunnar,
eigin ségu, forfedra sinna og formaedra,

til ad varpa ljési 8 samtimavanda, svo sem
vegna yfirgangs mannsins i nattdrunni.
Hun beinir athygli ad umhverfinu, pvi sem
fjeerst er og pvi sem er naest, rekur ségu
alpydufdlks i barattu vido natturuéfl og
6vaegna samfélagsskipan. Hun semur pulur
sem tengja s6gu okkar og tilveru vid landio.
Um leid ljaer han pogulli natturu rodd sem
talar til okkar i gegnum verkin. Vio finnum
fyrir maetti nattdrunnar, gréandanum,
sandfokinu, straumnum, eldsumbrotunum.
Samslattur menningar og natturu i verkum
Borghildar veltir upp aleitnum spurningum
um tilvist nattdrunnar og um okkar eigin
likamlegu skynjun, hugsun og tilfinningar
gagnvart henni.

Menningararfleifd islendinga er Borghildi
hugleikin jafnt sem nattdran. Han visar i
bokmenntir og tungumalid i verkum sinum,
allt fra ségum i fornum skinnhandritum
yfir i nutimaskaldségur sem snert hafa
pjédarsalina. Nyjasta verkid sem hun geroi
fyrir syninguna er leir- og glerverk par
sem hun maétar setningu ur meginhandriti
Laxdeelu, M6druvallabdk (frd um 1350):

,0g potti sinn veg hvoru peirra”.

Ferskir vindar hafa blasi® um myndlistina
sidustu dratugi hér & landi en Borghildur
hefur pratt fyrir afkastasemi sina ekki

verid dberandi a listasenunni. Hun hefur
haldid sinni hégveeru fjarleegd og hlid

ad eigin naedi til listskdpunar um leid og
hun tileinkar sér framsaekna listhugsun

og fer med hana sina leid. Verk hennar

eru a lumskan hatt hapdlitisk og snerta a
brynum malum islensks samfélags, sdgu
og menningu, allt fra viokveemri stédu
kvenna innan fedraveldis til brothaettrar
st6du landsins sem vid fengum i arf. Hin
hefur einstakt lag &4 a0 midla i verkum
sinum sarum sem ekki gréa audveldlega
pott margreynt sé ad vefja pau umbuddum,
breida yfir og pagga; melankdlia i skugga
valdbundinnar mismununar kynja, hraslaga-
legir hrakningar fj6Iskyldna & milli baeja,
stérbrotin umbreyting lands og Utpurrkun
menningararfleifdar i pagu stéridonadar.
Séarin sem hun setur fingur & eru enn 6gréin
og parfnast adgéatar, uménnunar og opinnar
umfjéllunar til pess ad samfélagio geti tekid
farseel skref inn i framtidina.

Borghildur Oskarsdéttir faeddist arid

1942 i Reykjavik. Hun stundadi ndm vid
Handidaskélann ario 1959 til 1960 og
Edinborgarakademiuna & arunum 1961 til
1964. Arid 1973 lauk hun teiknikennarandmi
i Myndlista- og handidaskdla islands og
kenndi myndlist i nokkur ar eftir pad. Sem
listakona hefur hin synt vida, hérlendis og
erlendis og eru verk hennar i safneignum
allra helstu listastofnana & Islandi.



The remarkable artistic career behind
Borghildur Oskarsdottir spans around six
decades. Butitis not over yet, as her life
and art are intertwined. Many of her works
are urgently relevant, characterised by
reflection on the human mark on nature
and all its living creatures.

Borghildur works across a variety of

media, including drawing, text, painting,
sculpture, photography, video, bookwork,
installation, and performance. No material
or means of presentation is irrelevant to
her. However, despite the fact she never
wished to restrict herself to a single medium,
ceramics have been a mainstay throughout
her career. Ceramics have their own long
and fascinating history within the history

of art, as they are an age-old material of the
earthitself.

Early on, Borghildur embraced what would
later be called practice-based research.
Before such terminology reached Iceland's
shores and permeated the artistic com-
munity, Borghildur presented her research
findings through artworks and exhibitions.
She has also explored subjects and methods
from other disciplines — from anthropology,
history, and genealogy to the life sciences
and earth sciences —and incorporated

them into her own work over the years. For
instance, she has used microhistory to shed
light on contemporary issues such as human
impacts on nature. She calls our attention

to the environment, both at its nearest and
most remote, and traces histories of ordinary
people in their struggles with the laws of
nature and of humankind. She writes mantras
that connect our stories and existence to
the land. At the same time, she lends silent
nature a voice, one that speaks to us through
her work. We feel nature's power: rushing
currents, drifting sands, the flowers' breath,
the volcanoes' blasts. The harmony between
nature and culture in Borghildur's work raises
pressing questions about conservation,

as well as our bodily perceptions of and
attitudes towards the environment.

Cultural heritage equally motivates
Borghildur's work. She readily refers to
Icelandic literature and language, from
medieval manuscripts to modern novels
that touch upon the national spirit. The most
recent work she made for the exhibition is

a clay and glass work in which she shapes a
sentence from Laxdeela's main manuscript,
Mdbdruvallabok (from ca.1350): "and they
went their separate ways."

Fresh winds have blown through the arts

in Iceland over the last few decades, but
Borghildur, despite her productivity, has

not been prominent on the scene. She has
maintained a modest distance and nurtured
privacy for her practice while adopting

an artistically progressive mindset and
working in her own way. In an understated
manner, her artworks are highly political

and touch upon urgentissues in Icelandic
history and culture, from the fragile status
of women within patriarchy to the fragile
state of the land we have inherited. She

has a unique way of exposing wounds that
do not heal easily, even if bandaged and
concealed: melancholy in the shadows of
systemic gender discrimination, bleak family
relocations, dramatic transformations of the
landscape, and erasure of cultural heritage
in favour of big industry. The wounds she
points to are still raw. They need our ongoing
attention, discussion, and care if we are to
step forward into a favourable future.

Borghildur Oskarsdottir was born in

1942 in Reykjavik. She studied at Iceland's
College of Crafts from 1959 to 1960 and
Edinburgh College of Artin 1961 until 1964.
In 1973, she completed teacher training in
drawing at the Icelandic College of Arts and
Crafts and taught art for several years after
that. As an artist, she has exhibited widely,
in Iceland and abroad and her works are in
the collections of all major art institutions
inlceland.
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Listasafn Reykjavikur hlaut Ondvegis-
styrk Safnarads arid 2021 til pess ad
rannsaka hlut kvenna i islenskri lista-
sogu i samstarfi vid namsbraut i listfraedi
vid Haskéla Islands. Adgat er annad

af premur verkefnum sem er afrakstur
hinnar timabundnu rannséknarst6du

vid safnid.

In 2021, Reykjavik Art Museum was awarded
the The Museum Council of Iceland's
Excellence Grant to examine women's part
in Icelandic art history, in collaboration with
The University of Iceland's Department

of Art History. Heed is the second of three
projects that is the result of the temporary
research position at the museum.

Listasafn Reykjavikur pakkar Haskéla
islands fyrir samstarfid og eftirfarandi
fyrir veittan studning

Reykjavik Art Museum wishes to thank the
University of Iceland for the collaboration
and the following for their support

Safnarad The Museum Council of Iceland
Myndlistarsjédur Icelandic Visual Arts Fund

Pakkir Thanks

Agnes Arszelsdéttir, Bjorg Vilhjalmsdéttir,
Brynhildur Porgeirsdéttir, Einar Garibaldi
Eiriksson, Hjalmar Sveinsson, Osk
Vilhjalmsdéttir, Puridur Einarsdéttir

Listasafn Reykjavikur pakkar
peim sem lanudu verk a syninguna
Reykjavik Art Museum thanks those
who lent works for the exhibition

x Kjarvalsstadir Opid daglega listasafnreykjavikur.is
Flékagata 24 Frd10.00til 17.00 artmuseum.is
105 Reykjavik Open daily #listasafnreykjavikur

+354 4116420 10h00-17h00

#reykjavikartmuseum

Gestum er bent 4 ad verk Borghildar
teygja sig ut fyrir syningarsalinn, i forsal
og i kring um Kjarvalsstadi. Texti sem
tilheyrir verkum er adgengilegur a islensku
og ensku i gegn um QR-kéda. Starfsfolk i
méttéku veitir gjarnan frekari upplysingar.
Vistors are reminded that Borghildur's work
are also on display outside the exhibition

hall, in the entry and around Kjarvalsstaair.
Text-based works are accessible in Icelandic
and English via QR-codes. Reception

staff will gladly provide further information.

i tilefni syningarinnar gefur Listasafn
Reykjavikur ut veglega syningarskra
sem er til sélu i safnversiun

Reykjavik Art Museum publishes a new
and comprehensive catalogue with the
exhibition, available in the museum store

Dagskra Programme

Malping Seminar
Laugardagur Saturday 06.04. © 13.00

Leidsogn syningarstjéra Curator Talk
Sunnudagur Sunday 14.04. © 14.00

Leidsogn Guided Tour
Fimmtudagur Thursday 25.04.© 20.00

Leikum ad list Let's Play Art
Sunnudagur Sunday 05.05.®© 13.00

Leidsbgn syningarstjora Curator Talk
Sunnudagur Sunday 12.05. © 14.00

Leidsogn Guided Tour
Fimmtudagur Thursday 30.05.© 20.00

Finnid upplysingar um leidsagnir og
adra vidburdi 4 heimasidu safnsins

Find information on guided tours and other
programming on the museum website

Bokid stora og smaa hopai sérleidségn
Book a private tour for your small

or large group
hopar.listasafn@reykjavik.is
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