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Appendix

Rada Alcopley's vid athjapun minnis-
merkis um Ninu Tryggvadéttur eftir
Sigurjon Olafsson, ad Kjarvalsstédum
10. joni 1974

Speech given by Alcopley on June 10,
1974 at the ceremony of the unveiling

of a monument in memory of Nina Tryggva-
daottir near Kjarvalsstadir, Reykjavik



Harra forset,

hefra borgarstjor, herra forsedi borgarstjdenar,
winir Ninw og minir, kstbresdur og systuf,
harrar minir og fror,

Mig langar til a8 segja ykkur s&guna af pyl hvernig pelia listaverk eltir Siguritn
Olatsson il minningar um Ninu Tryggvaddttur vard Hl. Um bad bil viku eftir Gthor
Minu hir | Reykjavik fyrir neern sex drum hringdi vinur minn Sigurgan il min.
Hann sagdi ad sig langadi til ab hitta mig ad mal til ad kynna mir hugmynd sem
P hatdi fangid. Pegar vid fundumst sagdi hann mér ad hann heldi hug 4 a8
gera skulptlr 1l minningar um Ninu, Honum hatbi dottid [ hug ad vid gaium
badir saman gefid Reykjavikurborg petta minnismerki, Hann stakk upp & pvi ad
mift framlag gaoti verid med peim hatti ad endurgreida honum pau Mgiokd sem
verkinu fylgdu par sem hans hiutur yrdi hin Bstreena sképun og vinna. Eg var
djupt snartinn al peird hugsun ad listamadur vikdl hylla annan kstamann med pvi
ad skapa listaverk sem minnisvarda. Par som sd skdldiegl andi sem bjd | essar
hisgsun var mér mjdg ad skapi, saghi g hiklaust vid Sigurjon ad ég isllist 4
tilldgu hans, ad byl tiskyldu ad Reykjavikurborg fullnmgdi vissum skilyrdum,
Bau hinigu &d pvi a8 minnismarkinu ydi valinn hantugur stadur vid alfaraleld bar
sem morgu Mok vaerl greibur adgangur til ad sjd pad og njdla pess, og borgin
tanki 4 sig pad kvidd ad tryggja vidhakd pess,

Siban hatdi ég samband vid vin minn Ultar BSrdarson lekni, borgarfuliiria
péverandi, og bad hann ad annast milid al okkar Sigurpbng hdlfu vegna bessa
tilbods til Reykjavikurborgar og kanna hvort borgarstidonin og borganstjdrinm i
Reykfavik, sem pd var Geir Haligrimsson, hefdu dhuga & pvi ad plggia siika gjor
mad fyrrgraindum skilmdlum. Ultar leknir var mjdg hjdlpfis, og einnig Péll
Lindal borgaridgmadur. Vid Sigurjdn erum mijsg gladir og bakkidtic fyrir pad ad
borgarfulitriarnic sampykkiu einrdma, | Gilum grenum, uppastungu okkar.
Sdrstaklaga pokkum wid Gelr Hallgrimssyni sem baedl pa og mtid sidan syndi
sinlsegan dhuga & minnsimerkinu. Frd New York, bar sem ég by, skrifadi ég
Sigurjéni a8 hann skyldi hefjast handa um ad gera minnismerkid en adeins med
winu skilyrdl og fyrir mér vaari pad mjGg mikivaegt. Skilyrdid var pad ad engin
skilyrdi fylgdu. Eg skrifadi honum ad hann sem listamadur mtti ad finna ad
honum vaeri frjilst ad skapa verkid einsog honum péknadist. 4n pess ad ridgast
vid mig og — & priod, fyrirfram, — hefdl hann fullt sampykki milt. bess vegna
Sjahd pld, folkid | Reykjavik og | haiminum, og munud sjd. boita fagra Bstaverk
eftir Sigurjon Olafsson til minningar um Ninu Tryggvaddtiur, sem Reykjavikur-
borg hefur valid hér hinn veglegasta stad | ndnu sambyli vid myndiistarhas
borgarinnar. Enda pott Sigurjén hafl lokid vid minnismerkid tyrir nokkry fagna
&g pvi ad sjé pad afhjupad | dag medan mikiir atburdlr garast. Fyrs! ar ad ielja
1100 éra afmaii slandsbyggdar. Annad er syningin Islensk Myndlist | 1100 &r
hirna | myndiistarhdsinu, Og | pridda lagi genist pad samtimis bvi ad Listasain
Istands hyllir Ninu med stderi yfirlitssyningu & verkum hennar sem synd eru med
frabeerum hmtti | Gllum syningarsGlum Listasains Islands. bad ar med innilegri
giedl op stoltl ad ég. dsami Sigurjeni Olafssyni, gel nd Reykjavikurborg og
edum hennar listaverk hans til minningar um Minw Tryggwadattur,

By higilli tala g ekki Elansku, pvl haf 4g badil vin minn Thor Vilhjdimsson ad
pyba rasbu mina d islensku og esa ykikur hana. byvi neest mun déttie min, Una
Déra, feedd dottir yikkar mikiu og fogru borgar, afhjipa betta Nstaverk 1l minn-
ingar um madur hannar.

bakka ykkur innilega.



Mr. President of lceland,

Mr. Lord Mayor, Mr. Prasident of the City Council,
Friands of Mina and mine, Fellow Artists,

Ladies and Geantleman.

I should like o fell you the story how this sculptural monument by Sigurjon
Olafsson in memory of Nina Tryggvadottic came into being. It was about one
waek afier Mina's funeral here in Reykjavik nearly six years ago, when | received
a phone call trom my friend Sigurjdn. He sald, he liked to ses me, as he wished to
Acquaint ma with an idea he had, When we met, ho told me that he liked o makes
a sculptural monument in mamory of Nina. He thought thal we both might give
this monument to the City of Reykjavik. He suggested that my contribution to the
monumant would b to reimburse his axpenses antalled in making the sculp-
ture, while his contribution would be his artistic effort. | was deaply moved by the
idea that an arlist wanted to pay tribule 1o ancthar artist in creating a work of art
a5 a memorial, Since the poetic nature of this idea was appealing to me, | said
without hesitation to Sigurjén that | accepted his proposal provided that the City
of Reykjavik will fulfill a number of conditions. Thay requine the placamant of the
monumant al a prominent public locathon so that | can be readily seen and
enjoyed by many people and the pledge to provide for its proper maintenance.

I then contacted my friend Dr. Ultar Pdrlarson, member of the City Council,
and asked him bo act on Sigurjén’s and my bahall with regard 1o this offer to the
City of Reykjavik, and to find out whethar tha City Council and the Lord Mayor of
Reykjavik, who at that lime was Mr. Geir Haligrimsson, would be interested 1o
mceapl such a gift under the condiliens which | just mentioned. Or. Ulfar was
most helpful, and 5o was Mr. PAll Lindal, the City Lawyer, Sigurin and | are very
glad and grateful that the members of the City Council accepted fully and
unanmously cur proposition, Espacially we thank Mr. Gedr Hallgrimsson who
then and always afterwards showed a warm inlecest in the monument.

From Mew York, where | reside, | wrote to Sigurjén that he could go ahead in
making the memaorial sculpture, bul cnly under one conditich — and to ma it
was an important one. The condition was that there was no condition. | wrobe to
him that he as an artist should feel free 1o create the work as he pleases without
congulting me and — a prior — he had my full approval. As a result, you, the
people of Reykjavik and of the world see and will see this fing work of art by
Sigurjén Olafsson in memory of Nina Tryggvadéitic placed here magnificently by
the City of Reykfavik in close proximity to the Municipal Gallary of Art — Kjar-
valsstadir,

Although Sigurién complatad the memorial sculpture some lime ago, | am
happy to see in unveiled today during three great events. One i the 1100th
anniversary of the settiement of lceland. Two is the Exihition of 1100 years of
Icatandic Arl here nearby in Kjaralsstadic, And three it ks al the time when the
National Gallery in association with the 1974 Reykjavik Arts Festival pay tribute
to Nina with a karge refrospective axhibition of her work, superbly shown in ali
axhibiticn halls of the National Gallery of Iceland. It is with great joy and prida,
that | logether with Sigurjdn Olafsson give now his sculpture in memaory of Mina
Tryggvadadir to the City of Reykjavik and its people

Unfortunately | do not speak lcelandic. | therefore have asked my friend Thor
Vithjélmsson to translate my spesch into lcelandic, which ha kindly did, and to
read it fo you. Thereafter, my dawghter Una Dora, who is a native daughter of
your greal and Beautiful city, will whvedl this monument in memaory of her mother.

Thafk yau very much.



i

| .J{J;l{'l’!l# h][i"'llﬁ'r“%{'b?g#f -i’g.lfs"lli' l

Gilldir Fyvis bes



Ligmpra af [liamenni
Wanren Branal, Wisler M, MY




