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LAND MEISTARANS

Johannes Sveinsmon Kjarval er leddur ad Efriev | Metallandi 15, oktdber
1885, Foreldrar hans voru hjdnin Karias Porsteinsdariir Sverrisen og Sveinn
Ingimundarson. Vegna dmegdar og (iucktar var Johannesi komid § fostar til
frienda sins Johannesar Jonssonar og Gudbjargar Gissurardéttur, en bau hjon
bjugiu | Borgarficdd evatra. Svo vill 11l ad sunnlenzkar og nordlenzkar setiir
sl .ll".]'-'-haltlllllr‘*-i. =i amma hans | mdbuarett var led Bakbka | Osradal, et af
s sldodim og I]l'lll.'l.'h Hallgrimsson, dstsaelasia skald slendinea Py o sbhar
Ad B0y lesti voru forverai Iq'.lh.lrl.m'a,u' ad mesiu e Medallands

Foreldrar Johannesar bjuggu | tuttugu og sji dr | midhaenum | Efriey, sem er
cinna legst stadsettur baer & hinni viddttumikla Medallandsslétin, erdinni vin
mmuills stridea jokulvaina med svarta brin Eldhrauns il nordurs oz Atlanishalib
til sudurs. Listmédlarinn og meistarinn minntist Ledinearstadar dins «idar med
pvi ad audkenna cinstitky mynd med drituninni: | Giovanni Efrey

Fidgurra dra gamall var Jihannes sendur med pastinum | fGstrid austur, par
sem hann maul hins bexta atlietis | ellefu dr, efa |I|.I.rh‘l..|.|1l til hann fermdist
hmmtian dra gamall, S0 saga fvigir postilutningi Johannesar | nvju vistina ad
hann hafi vend bundinn vid L:|i|'~.||-."'ll.|.]|1q.1q,||:uq A Hutmangshesn F:||I|.q._|-q1||-\ O VRl
viir mirg mannsked viin ad fara, Bondin héldu hinum ungs snada o
hesturinn var fotviss og vanur ad svamla og heill komst Johannes til Geitavikur
| Borgarfird evsira, miirg hundrud kilémetra veg

=rax a I‘|-"'-l--'l:|l!l':'L'.'Ii'I|||||I I Medalland: sy _I--h.l|||||1"\. ay hann hat® |'pl.'|-:|.-|'”.
bext neemi fvrir linum. | Ieikjum bama voru notadir beinkogelar sem ®r og
Himb, o hifdu hirmin pann sid ad bregha kigelunum [ kertaljos eda ad
sislampa ul ad fa bildotar eda flekkitar wer. Johannes kaus ekki essa
emnfildu adferd. Hann muladi sina kivgela. Stenin um ]h--.-.,L litudu kievls
hefur gengid mann fram af manni § Medallandi

Eftir ferminguna for Johannes til 5§64 og var & skdium noestu drin, Ma scE|a ad
skutulifid hafi [mgum vernd athvard hans 4 unglingsdrunum, Chr skdinukarl-
arnir voru kannski peir ferstu, sem perdu sér far um ad hioa ad listhneigdinn i
MM g sjomannt. Svo miksd er vist ad honum galst timi il ad mila &



pessum drum, m.a. vegna tilhlidrunarsemi skiitufélaganna, sem voru po ekki
vanir undanslztt vid stirf. Myndir frd pessum tima eru ekki margar til, en
t;irr bera |'u‘:u Atvirastan vout ad skimlifid duei vel vidh jfihﬂliﬁl!‘ﬂ- og &l féla_m-
skapur sem i fylgdi vid menn og natvarusfl.

Vikid hefur verid ad pvi ad einu myndimar, sem Johannes hafi haft kynni af
adur en hann byrjadi & skium, hafi verid skreyitir merkimidar 4 nidursudu-
désum, Dad var svo.ekki fvrr en um tvitugsaldur ad hann settist i Flens-
borgarskélann i Hafnarfirdi. Haft or | minnum ad par hafi hann skarad fram ar
i teiknun, pad litid sem hin var kennd, og gladdi pad ekki litid Jon Porarinsson
teiknikennara ad skoba handaverk pesa cfnilega nemanda. Johannes var tvi ar
i nam i skélanum, Hann 16k ekki prof 4 vorin af pvi ad um proftimann var
hann kominn til sjés. Efnahagurinn leyidi ekki ad skinuplissi veen sleppt. 1
skélanum var til pess tekid hve ]Jéhannes var gliesilegur og fridur sinum,
hdvaxinn, pridur | framgéngu og vel kleddur.

Um pessar mundir voru miklar hraeringar i pjodlifinu. Ungt folk var ad komast
til proska, sem bét sig miklu varda list og mennt, framfarir og fullveldi pjébar-
innar. J6hannes heyrdi til pessu unga f6lki. Myndir peer, sem hann hafdi pegar
milad vid uppihild 4 skitum, kveiktu dhuga i listfengi hans. Nokkrir [élags-
menn | Ungmennafélagi Revkjavikur, sem stofnad var 1906, biru hann (ram
sermn nfja von um sterd og mikilleik & svidi myndlistarinnar. Peir sofnudu i
utanfararsjod handa listamanninum og gengu auk pess i dbyrgd fyrir riflegu
bankalini. bd bréd Hannes Hafstein vid og dtvegadi eitt pisund krdnur Gr
landssiédi. Til fvrstu malverkasiningar sinnar elndi Johannes arid 1908, og
létu sumir ungmennafélaganna ckki dragast abd skrifa um pd siningu § blddin.
Eftir siningu 4 Seydisfirdi premur drum sidar hély_Jéhannes utan til London.
Um peer mundir t6k hann sér nafnid Kjarval. Eftir vetrardvil | London, par
semn hann gerdi sér titt um verk Turners, hélt hann til Kaupmannahalfnar il ad
hefja listnam.

Jéhannes S, Kjarval bjd lengst al sinnar lingu starfsievi | Revkjavik og
andadist par 13, april 1972, Pétt hann hefdi vinnustofu sina i Austurstren 12,
med nokkrum frdvikum sidar & @vinni, var lsland allt einskonar starfavett-
vangur hans. Hann gerdi tidfdrult & einstaka stadi, og upp Gr 1930 byrjadi
hann komur sinar austur | fedingarbyggd sina, par sem hann mailadi af og til &
sumrin, og svo ad segja & hverju camri eftir 1945, Ad medtdldum kjérnum
stédum A4 Sidu, Fljsshverfi og § Eldhrauni, batt hann mikla tryged vid
Baorgarfjird evstra, Pingvelli og Sniefellsnes.

Kjarval var stdrgjiifull & verk sin og bera myndir & bajum eystra pess

gleggatan vott. Stundum var honum ekid § bil 4 dkvedna stad med trnur og
liti, en oftar en hitt var ekki komid 4 leidarenda, pegar hann bad ad stanza,
hafi einhverja pa fyrirmynd borid fyrir augu sem ekki var hegt ad sleppa.
Adra daga st6d hann kannski | heyverkum med heimilisidlki par sem hann héli
til pa stundina.

Kjarval var einstakur snillingur ad lesa i landid. Pad rann saman | myndir fyrar
augum hans, sem adrir hisfdu ckki tekid eftir, péott peir hefdu lifad langa ®vi |
grennd vid andlit § kletti eba sérstisk litbrighi hémmm girtrar hlidar, En pad
purfti ekki storar [yrirmyndir til. Liggrodurinn vard dsandi orkuhal i hiimdum
hans. Jalnvel grir hausttiminn baeldur undir adfara vetrar gat stigid fram i
sérkennilega werri og hljddli fegurd undan penslinum. Slike er ekki gefid
nema fium innblisnum.

Hinn sérkennilegt og voldugi fjallajéfur Lomagnipur var Kjarval ken
vidfangsefni. Paer eru ordnar margar kritarmyndimar og milverkin al pvi
fjalli. O¢ engin peimma er cins. Pad er cins og listamadurinn & ad serjika
gnipnum um vangann til stadfestingar hinum breytilegu sinum, A slikum
stundum var Kjarval kominn | bland vid ndodreandana — ordinn einn peirra
o peirra Grldtastur. Pa stéou honum allic fjarspodir landsins opnir.
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LAND OF THE MASTER

Johannes Sveinsson Kjarval was born at Efriey, Medalland, on 15th Ociober
1885, his parents being Sveinn Ingimundarson and Karitas Thorsteinsddtnir
Swverrisen. Owing o poverty and the large size of his family, Johannes was
fostered by a kinsman, Johannes Jonwon, of Eastern Borgarfjérbur, and his
wile Gudbjirg Gissurarddntir. The ancestors of Johannes were from both north
and south of Ieeland, his maternal grandmother being from Bakki in Oxna-
dalur, the same district as leeland’s most loved poet, Jénas Hallgrimsson, while
his ather forebears were for the most part from Medalland.

The parents of Johannes lived for 27 vears at the middle farm of Efriey,
situated in the lowest part of the extensive Medalland plain, an area of fertile
meadowland between turbulent glacial rivers, with the black rim of the
Eldhraun lavafield to the north and the Atlantic Ocean 1o the south. The artist
later recalled his birthplace in signing one or two pictures “Giovanni Efriey™.
At the age of four Johannes was sent east with the postman to his foster—
parents, to be well cared for by them for the next eleven years, until his
confirmation at fifteen. According 1o an account of this postal dispatch to his
new home, he was tied 1o the saddle-bow of the postman’s baggage-horse and
borme across many dangerous stretches of water; but the ropes held and the
horse was footsure and well accustomed to swimming rivers, so Jdhannes
reached Geitavik in Eastern Borgarfjtirdur safe and sound after a ride of many
hundred kilometres.

Since his earlien days in Medalland Jéhannes had shown an unusually sensitive
feeling for colours. In their games the children would use bones to represent
ewes and lambs, and in order to have motiled or spotted ewes they used to pass
the bones aver the flame of a candle or oil lamp. However, Jéhannes was not
satisfied with this simple expedient. He painted his bones. The story of thoss
painted bones has been passed down in Medalland.

After his confirmation Johanmnes went to sea and was on a fishing-smack for the
next few years. A fisherman’s life may be deseribed as his means of livelihood in
the vears of his youth. And his shipmates were perhaps the first to encourage the
artistic bent of the young deckhand. At all events it iz evident that he found
time to paint during these years, and partly thanks to the indulgence of his
fellows, who were not generally in the habit of letting others off lightly.

The few pictures dating from this period bear witness to the anist’s
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contentment with the life of a seaman and the fellowship of men and the forces
of nature that belonged 1o 1.

Mention has been made of the fact that the only pictures known to Jéhannes
before the time when he went 1o sea were the ornamental labels on food-cans.
It was not until he was in his twenties that he went to the Flenshorg school in
Hafnarfjirdur, and there are memories of his having excelled in the little
drawing that was taught there, and of the pleasure of the ar-teacher, Jon
Thérarinsson, at the work of this promising pupil. Johannes attended school
here for two years, but without completing the spring examinations, for by that
time he was off to sea, being unable to afford the risk of losing his berth. Ar
school he was remarked as a fine, good-looking young man, rall,
well-mannered and smarly dressed.

About this time there were great stirrings in the national life. Young
people were the growing up who believed that art and education, progress and
the sovereign independence of the country, were matters of vital importance.
Johannes was one of them. The pictures which he had painted while
maintaining himself as a fsherman aroused interest in his artistic talemt.
Several members of the Reyvkjavik Young Men's Association, founded in 1906,
commended him as a new hope of greatness and achievement in the field of art.
They opened a fund to enable the artist 1o travel, and also offered security lor
a generous bank loan. For the government Hannes Hafstein responded with a
grant of & thouwsand kronur from public lunds.

Jéhannes held his first exhibition in 1908, and members of the Young Men's
Association were quick to write it up in the papers, Three years later, after an
exhibition at Seydisfjdrdur, Jéhannes went to London, about this time
adopting the name Kjarval. After a winter in London, where he studied the
work of Turner, he went (o Copenhagen to attend art schoaol.

Johannes 5. Kjarval lived most of his long working life in Revkjavik, where he
died on 13th April 1972, Although he had a studio there at Austurstraeti 12 for
most of the time (with some exceptions in his later years), all lceland was really
his field of operation. He made regular journeys to certain places, and in 1930
began his visits to the cast of leeland and his birthplace, where he would paint,
on and off, all summer and more or less every summer from 1945 onwards.
Beside chosen areas in Sida, Fljishverfi and Eldhraun, he remained faithiul 1o
Eastern Borgarfjtrdur, Thingvellir, and Snafellsnes.

kjarval was very generous with his paintings, and his works in farms in the cast
of leeland bear eloguent witness to this. Sometimes he would be driven with
easel and paints towards a particular place, but would often ask o stop before
reaching the destination; for some subject which could not be passed by had
presented itself before his eyes. Other days would perhaps be spent in hay-



making with the people of the farm where he happened 1o be staying gt the
time.
kjarval was a genius at reading the landscape. In his eyes images would appear
which others had never noticed, though they had lived all their lives in the
neighbourhiood of a face in the rock or a colour-clfect on & clifi-girt hillside, Bur
the subject need not be large. The undergrowth became charged with a
vibrant force under his hands, Even a grev autumn subdued by the advance of
winltr ootild {‘I'I'HEERE i@ ﬁpn.‘Eaﬂ]r 1::|.-r.'|r. sETTne 'hﬂul.l:-' |'|-5.' lhr hlﬂ:ll;l' al |"||.'l.
]:H'l:l!h. T'h!'! 'ti. a qih 'n.'h'll.'h i_‘i t&lhl':.' I.'rle".rwd 11}' i [ i.nh.pi.rn:l E!"II;HH"!.
The strange and imposing mountam Lémagnipur was a favourite subject of
Kjarval’s. There are many pastel sketches and paintings of the mountain, and
all are different, It is as though the artist were stroking its rugged cheeks in
confirmation of the changing scenc. In such moments Kjarval was at one with
nature in all its multifarious moods — become one of them himsell, and that
the maost prodigal. All the nch treasures of the land then stood open to him.
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KJARVALSSAFN — SYNINGARSKRA

. HVEITIERAUBDSSKIPH) 1918 9, VANGAMYND AF STULKU

Vatnslitir Mia i bereft
13521 5am 3 x5 sm
Gl frd Hallfridi Gudbrands- 1. MYND AF
dittur Schneider GUBMUNDI DAVIDSSYNI
2 STERLING | BOKU 1912 Olia 4 Wereft
Vatnshir 432305 sm
145X 19,5 sm Gjaf frd Kidru Gudmundsdottur
Gl fri birnum Grethe og 11. SOLFAR 1955
Ragnars Asgeirssonar Ol i Jéreft
5. ANDLIT 67 % 102 sm
Blek 12. ¥YNDISLEGT ER UTI VOR“
57 % 40 sm Hjonin Matthildur Kjartansdduir
4. FUGL ofr CGrrudbrandur Magndsson 1926
Vaxlitir Dlia & lerek

46> 1235 sm

6 %6
) :: ‘Ei‘:;" il frid Manthildi Kjartansdattur
> ['I-b;k 13. SNJOR OG GJA
W Olia a léreft
 315X45s 112 160
6. l'-?tGILL : 14. HUGARKVOL 145
Miladur steinn (Mia & léreft

11 X757 sm,
Giol fra Karitas Bjargmundsd
7. SAENSKIR EVIEMYNDA-

55 X 65 am _
Lol il minningar um Astu
Halledfrtur tannsmad fra

TOKUMENN erfingjum
Oilia & léreft 15. ASTAMAL GRETTIS
B0 114 sm Dia a lérelt
8 RJUPUR 4253 sm
Olia & léreft Gl fra Marthildi
45% 35 sm Kjartansddriur
Gpildl fra brasbrunum Einan, Frad 16, ANDLITIN
riki oar Gudmundi M. Bjirns- Mia & lérelt

SO ULIETA. 54,5 = 45 gm



21

23.

GALGAKLETTUR

CMia & Iérelt

107 .5 130 sm

KRITIK

CHia & Iereft

23 E 402 am

ESJA SEB FRA JADRI
Olia 4 léeefit

109 138 sm

SIGURBUR

CMia & lereit

10D = 95 em
BLASKOGAHEI
Olia & léreft

103.5 > 128 sm
VIDEY JARSUND
Oia d Mreelt

G0 = 130 sm

TEPPI | OLIULITUM
Clia 4 léreft
752170 em

. FRA HAUGJA

A PINGVOLLUM
CHia & léredt

TR 215 sm

Gjif frd Ragnari
Jonsyni

FYRSTU SNJOAR
Olia & léreft

125 = 95 sm

SIGFUS JOHNSEN
Olia & lereft

103 5 78 sm

. FRA PINGVOLLUM

Hia & leredt
1115153 sm
LOMAGNUPUR
Oilia & bérely
135128 zm

2,

31.

37.

RAGNAR ASGEIRSSON 1920

Raudkrit

33285 sm

Gidl fra bvmum Girethe og
Ragnars Asgeirsonar
SJALFSMYND 1920
Raudkrit

F3 2 sm

G [rik brmum Grethe og
Ragnars Asgeirsonar
PROFTEIKNING 1914

( Konunglega listaakademian |
Kaupmannahéin)

Kaolkrit
52 X 40 sm
Gjid (rdh birmum Grethe og

Ragnars Asgeirssonar

2. HALLEBJORG BJARNA.

DOTTIR

Bick

57 X 4% gm

Gjil fra Hallbjérgu
Bjarmaddttur
ABSTRAKTION
Blek

48 X 40 zm

. ABSTRAKTION

Blek

H =M sm
MOBURAST

Y ammslitir

63 %47 sm
ANDLIT OG DYR
Blek

45,55 60,5 sm
KONUANDLIT
Vaxlitir og blek
54.5 % 45 sm
BLOMANDLIT
Blek

46 = 59 am

35,

40,

1l.

5.

.

45,

47.

4.

49.

MABDUR

Varnslitir og blek

00 2 gy

KONA

Vamnslitir

40,5 = M) sm

KONA

Elek

335X 395 sm

MADUR

Blek

261335 sm

KOMNA

Bick

635247 sm

I BA®I

Vaxlitir, vatnslitir og blek
48 X B0 sm

STULKA MEB HATT
Blek

B4 =57 =m

LANDSLAG

Blek

M5 74,5 sm

HESTAR AP HVILA SIG
{ Bowbuarim

Warnslitir

49,5 % 74,5 sm
LANDSLAG VIP STROND
Blek

5052 T4.5 ami

UNGUR MABUR

Blek

£00.5 > 500 am

UTLIT SKRAR: Helpa I Swesnhpbon sintss
MYND AF KJARYAL: fin Kelfal

MYNME AF MALVEREUM: lspomsnder Aapndiin

SETNING OO0 PRENTUN: Pranslas Oy Af
FILALUVINNA. Kerpa

a3

o

5T

38,

54,

FRA EsJU
Naxlitir

43=85%5 sm

. MABDUR

YVaxlitir

65 = 49 sm
STULKA
Blek

45 X575 sm
KONA
(Miulitir

G 5 49 5 sm

. BLEIKDALSA

Ofia & léreft
100X 152 sm

. 50L OG SUMAR

Hia 4 lérelt
2065 X222 sm

56. HLIDARHUS

Min a Mereht

38 X555 sm
DEAUMALAND
(Mia & el
45,557 sm
SJALFSMYND 1910
CHia @ tunnubotin
325X 26 sm
VIFILSFELL 1930
(i a lereh

28 X365 sm

Copil frd Hallfri®y
Ciudhrandsdintur
Bchneider
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