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AMME BRITT YLVISAKER

Ambisjonen bak den nordiske vandreutstilinga med tek-
stilkunstnaren Britt Smehver, er 4 vise mangfaldet i tekstil-
kunsten.Vestlandske Kunstindustrimuseumn tok intiativet til
utstillinga ut fri @nskje om & presentere kunstnarar fram
mat tusendrsskiftet som kan personifisere typiske trekd
ved kunsten det siste hundredret. Britt Smelvar er ein shik
kunstnar.

For wel hundre &r sidan arbeidde Vestlandske Kunst-
industrirmuseurn, saman med sasterinstitusjonane sine, ak-
tivt for & fremje eit tekstilt kunsthandverk | landet. Med
frontfigurar som Frida Hansen og Gerhard Munthe vaks
det di fram ein ny norsk biletvey tufta pd tradisionell tek-
nikk- og materialbruk.

Men tekstilunst er ikkje noko statisk fagomride. Teknikk
o materiale er ikkje lenger knytt til tradisjonen pa same
vis som tidlegare, men er blitt ein del av det personleg
skapte kunstuttrykket.Vi ser det | verka til Britt Smefvaer. A
falgie kunstnarskapet hennar er samstundes 3 falgje utvik-
linga av eit kunstmedium fra ei orientering om formale as-
pekt til ei orientering om idébaserte installasjonar. Kunst-
handverket er blitt tekstilrelatert kunst.

Heile kunstfeltet er i dag flytande og utydeleg, Dette gev
ringverknader: [kkje minst ma etablerte kunstinstitugionar,
som Vestlandske Kunstindustrimuseurn, revurdere grense-
ne sine mot omverda. Det er ikkje tifeldig at utstillinga til
Smehvr vil vitie utstillingsstader med hegst ulike utstil-
lingstradisjonar pd vandringa si giennom MNorden,

Wi takkar MNordisk Kulturfond, Mordisk Konst- ack Konst-
industrikommitté, Det Kongelege Kutturdepartement og
Morsk Kulturrad for gkonomisk stenad til prosjektet. Ei
ekstra takk ghr til artikkelforfattarane, oversetjarane, og
ikkje minst til kunstnaren - som er sjghe krumtappen |
prosjektet.

Bergen, apnl 1998
Anne Britt Yiisiker
ProsektleianProject Supervsor

Preface

The obfective underiying the travelling exhibition of textile
artist Britt Smehaer's works is to show the multi-foceted natu-
re of textile art. The West Norway Museum of Decorative Art
took the intiative To set up the exhibition in order to present,
toword the turn of the millennium, artists who represent a ty-
pical development of the present century. Britt Smehaer is one
of these artists.

Cver one hundred years ago, the West Norway Museun of
Drecorative Art worked actively together with sister institutions
o promote textile craft in Norway. With key ortists such os
Frida Hansen and Gerhard Munthe, there emerged a new
trend in Norwegian tapestry weoving based upon traditional
technigues and materials,

Textile art is not @ static field, Techniques and materials of
textile art are no longer connected to trodition in the same
way as they used to be. Nowodays they are to a large extent
a matter of the artist’s indiidual artistic expression, Britt
Smelvaer's work is g good example of the changes which have
taken ploce, To follow her artistic developrnent i the same as
to follow the development of o medium of art, from its being
arignted toward form to its being onented toward ideg-bosed
instailations. Croft has becorme a textile oriented art,

Al present, the whole of the field of art is changing, and the
concept of art is fuzzy. This has consequences. One such o
consequence s that estoblished art institutions, such as the
West Momway Museum of Decorative Art, must re-evaluate
their boundaries against the outer world. It is not accidental
that the exhibition of Smeleer's works will be travelling
through the Nordic countries (leeland, Denmare, Finfand,
MNorway and Sweden) to exhibition sites with extremely diffe-
rent exhibiting troditions.

We would ke to take this opporturuty to thank the Nordic
Cultural Fond, the North Colotte Committee, the Ministry of
Cudtural Affairs and the Norwegian Council of Culture for their
financial contribution to the present project. Our special
thanks go to the authors of the articles, the transfators, and
fast but not [east, to the artist herself who is the key figure in
this project.
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Stilested Trarisit Charousnbang (DK). 1997
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